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active, and in December 1794 it was resolved that in the en-
suing session an application should be made to Parliament,
praying for a total repeal of the penal and restrictive laws
affecting the Catholics of Ireland, that this address should be
entrusted for presentation to Grattan, that the Catholics all over
Ireland should be recommended to petition for the measure, and
that an address should be presented to Lord Pitzwilliam on his
arrival. * I was no sooner landed,' he afterwards wrote, i and
informed of the real state of things here, than I found that this
question would force itself upon my immediate consideration.'!

There was an interval of not quite three weeks before the
meeting of Parliament 5 and Fitzwilliam employed it in en-
deavouring to obtain full information on the subject, and in re-
porting the result of his inquiries to the Duke of Portland.
On January 8 he wrote: * I tremble about the Roman Catholics.
I mean, about keeping them quiet for the session, because I find
the question already in agitation, and a committee appointed to
bring forward a petition for the repeal of the penal and restric-
tive laws. I will immediately use what efforts I can to stop the
progress of it, and bring them back to a confidence in the good
intentions of Government, and, relying on that, to defer for the
present agitating the question.3 Lord Shannon agreed in think-
ing it ought to be postponed, and if it is brought on, (I think/
said Fitzwilliam,c he will be against it, more, I see, for the sake of
consistency, than from any fear of mischief arising from its being
granted;, and, indeed, he expressed very explicitly an opinion,
that if its stop could not be negotiated on grounds of temporary
expediency, it ought not to be resisted by Government.'2

t The Lord Lieutenant had no means of acting on the Catholic
Committee, but he hoped to put off the question by availing
himself of the influence of the leading Catholic gentry. In a
letter of the 15th, after describing the successful efforts that
were being made to enlist soldiers for the war, both among the
Catholics and the Protestants, and the loyal addresses he had
received, both from the Dissenters and from the Catholics of
Dublin, he adds : c Towards the latter, the Catholics, I have en-
deavoured to keep clear of any engagement whatever, though

1 Plowden,   ii.   468-470.     Fitz-          2 Fitzwilliam to Portland, Jan. 8,
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